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advance guard of some impending alien invasion 
‘Bat Mite's undying faith in Barman is upheld, however, 
and he wins his wager with Mr. Mxyzptlk when Batman 
correctly deduces their identities 

I apreciat 


vour loyalty, Bat-Mlte," replies Batman 
‘expression after Bat-Mite has congratw: 
but won't you find someone else to 


admire? .. , Please." (WF No. 1821 "The Colossal 
Kids!” pix 1-11 — no title; "The Magic of Hat-Mite and 
Mr. Mayzpriki") 


BATMOBILE. The unique automobile, specially de 
signed and equipped. which is the principal land ve- 
hie employed by Baruax and Ronin, (See Bares 
Dection E 2 a, the batmobile].) 

BAT-PEOPLE, THE. A cunning race of elf. bat 
wing 
Datlike wings, bear 
‘mous tman, They inhabi "another dimension,” sme 
where beyond the “sonic barrier.” where they stage 
peated mass attacks on the peace-loving human 
sivilzation which inhabits the same dimension. 

{In June 1958, while piloting the marvi.aNe through the 
pounding winds near the eve of a turbulent hurricane. 
Batman and Rom suddenly shatter the sonic barrier 

"at a speed ten times greater than way ever thought 
possible,” anly 1o fied that their “high acerleration 
through the sonic barrier” has catapulted them into the 
‘extradimensional world of the evil bat-people and their 
peace-loving human adversaries. Mistaken for bat 
people by the fearful humans, they are wwiily taken 
‘captive, dragged helare the people's queen, and sen 
tenced to imprisonment in a dank canle dungeon 

Before long, however, they have successfully proved 
their good intentions, established themselves as heroes 
in the eyes of their captors. and erented a fiery natural 
barrier designed to prevent the bat-penple from staging 
any further forays against the human stronghold. In 
saldition, they help apprehend a band ol traitors ded by 
an unscrupulous royal minister namu Arko, who have 
been secretly in league with the bat-people 10 over 
‘vow the city and enslave is inhabitants, Finally, their 
work done, Batman and Robin pilot the barplane back 
through the sonic barrier to the safety of their own 
dimension (BM No. 116/3: "The Winged Rat-Peoplet™). 
BATPLANE. The unique airplane, specially designed 

d equipped. which isthe principal aireralt employed 
by Minnan and Romx. (See Barman [section E 21, the 
batplane]) 

MAT-SIGNAL, ‘The powerful searchlight, with the sym- 
bol of a bat silhouetted against its lens, which i» aitu- 
ated atop the rouf of police headquarters in Goman 
Cry and ued by Potice CoMMIssIONEH GoRDON 10 
summon the services of BATMAN and Rows. (See 
Baras [section E 2 e, the bat-signal].) 

BATWOMAN, THE. A lovely raven-haired crime 
fighter who functions periodically, from July 1956 
onward, as the crime-fighting colleague of BATMAN and 
Rowin. Batwoman is in reality Kathy Kane, a wealthy 
heiross and onetime "circus daredevil performer” noted 
for her outstanding ability both as a trapeze arts and 
monoreyele stunt rider (Det No. 233: "The Batwoman"). 
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Kathy Kana, 1086 wee 1086 


Kathy Kane iv the aunt of Betty Kane. the “pretty 

teenager” who makes her crimetighting debut as 

Bat-Girl (see Bar. (Berry Kawe) in April 1961 and 

‘who functions periodically as Botwoman’s crimes 

habt partner trom that me onward (BM No. 139/3: 
jail), 

For her role as Batwoman, Kathy wears a lose“ 
‘ting yellow costume with red gloves, red ankle length 
‘boots a long red expe, a red pointed colar, and a red 
and yellow helt with a diamond-shaped buckie. Her 
highly stylized face-mask is sometimes red (Det No. 233, 
Jul 'S6) "The Batwoman’ and others) and sometimes 
yellow (BM No. 138/3, Aug 60: "Batwoman's Publicity 
Agent": and others) 

“The red "shoulder bag utility-case” that Marwoman 
arnes slung acrums her shoulder contains an extensive 
array of ingenious crime-fighting equipment, including 
large powder-pufl™ hlod with sneezing powder, a 
“perfume flask” fille with tear pas, a special “Ialenet” 
which expands rapidly to form a large net for enanaring 
criminals (Det No. 238, Jul 'S6: "The Batwoman’), a 
smoke- bomb hpstick. « necklace of imitation pearls 
which Hatwoman scatters across the floor like marbles 
to throw her opponents off balance (Det No. 276, Feb 
60: "The Return of Bat-Miel"), a telescoping "pert 
scope lipstick” which enables Batwoman to peer 
around corners and over obstacles (Det No. 321, Now 
‘6h, “The Terrible Tria"), und a special device which 
Batwoman refers wo as her “powder: pull smoke sereen" 
(WE No, 119, Feb aii "The Ghost of Batman!) Mat- 
woman's handsome “charm bracelet» are really dis- 
used steel handcufts” and her “shoulder:bag sirap 

has weighted ends” which enables her to detach I 
trom her wihty ease and use it as a serviceable "bat- 
balo.” Her principal means of transportation is a high- 
powered red motorevele called the “bat-cyele” (Det No, 
233, Jul 86: “The Batwoman”) 

Kathy Kane's opulently appointed suburban man 
sion stands directly over a “forgotten old mine-tunnel” 
Which Kathy has transformed Into her own personal 

‘hatcave," complete with a modern “erime-labort- 
tory” and an all-inclusive set of crime files. A secret 
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stairway connects the bat-cave with the mansion above 
M (Det No. 233, Jul'S6: “The Matwoman"), and "the old 
line dour” serves us a "secret entrance” connecting 


the cave with the outside world (HM No, 116/2, Jun 'S8: 
"Batwoman's New Identity”). One text refers to Kathy's 
batcave as her "batcavern” (BM No. 105/1, Feb 57. 
“The Challenge of Batwornan!”), but bal-cave is by far 
the most common rendering 

‘Only Batman, Robin, and Bat-Girl know that heiress 
Kathy Kane is also Batwoman. For her part, Kathy has 
never actually proven that Bauce Wayne is Batman, 
‘but she has long suspected it (Det No. 292, Jun 61: “The 
Colossus of Gotham City), As Kathy Kane, she has 
ohien been linked romantically with Bruce Wayne 
‘while as Batwoman she has often been linked rumanı 
cally with Batman, (See Barmax [section J 4, the rela- 
tionship with (the) Batwoman].) 

The texis have referred to Batwoman as the Girl- 
Ganghuster. 

Long before her first appearance as Batwoman- 
Kathy Kane was a skilled circus performer, renowned 
for her ability both as a trapeze artist and trick motor 
eyclerider. Yet Kathy was not satisfied with her career 
‘asa performer, '.. L wish I could be like Barman, the 
{greatest acrobat of all!” she thought, as she swung 
‘gracefully from a high trapeze beneath the big top. "He 
uses his skill, not for shows, but against crime! 

Then, one day, an unexpected inheritance gave 
Kathy the opportunity to realize her life's ambition. “I 
inherit my uncle's entire fortune!” she thought happily 
as she perused the letter informing her of her inher: 
tance. "Now I ean use my skills as Batman does! 1.100, 
will ight erime-Til be a Batwomant 

ter supervising the construction of a new mansion 
je suburbs of Gamuan Crry, carefully outfitting the 
bat-cave beneath it, designing a colorful costume 10 
‘conceal her identity, and undergoing a long and ar- 
duous period of self-training, Kathy was finally ready to 
begin her crime-fighting career as Batwoman. 

In July 1956 Batwoman appears in Gotham City for 
the first time, subdues two gunmen attempting to steal 
the “fare receipts" from the “new air terminal,” and 


then races away into the bat-cyele before 


Wall!" cries Batman. "Whoever you are-you can't 
crusade against crime! The law of Gotham City says 
that nobody can wear a Batman costume!” 

“You're wrong, Batman.” cries the fleeing Batwoman. 
‘The law says ‘no man can wear it’ Im a woman!” 

As the Dynamic Duo race to their aarMomite. Batman 
calls out his plan to Robin, "Weil trail her home,” he 
exclaims, "and find out who she i-that way we can 
stop her Interference!” 

‘Barman, | give you fair warning,” calls out Bat 
woman, as her bat-<vele roars away into the darkness 

if you ever should penetrate my secret, you'll be 
automatically revealing your own identity! 

‘Batman and Robin give chase in the hatmobile, but 
Batwoman eludes them by racing through a narrow 
alley, where the batmobile cannot follow. 

On the following night, the mysterious Batwoman 
appears in Gotham City once again. On two separate 
occasions, she intervenes to rescue Batman from ruth- 
less mobsters, thus enabling the Dynamic Duo to ap- 
pretend them, and then roars away on her bat-cycle 
before Batman and Robin can question her about her 
identity. Before long. Batwoman’s heroic exploits have 
become the talk of Gotham City: 

“She doesn't realize that she's been successful thus 
far because of good luck!" observes Batman grimly 

‘And she’s so reckless that some criminal is bound 10 
find out her identity. Then, when that happens, she'll be 
in bad danger! 

Yet," replies Robin, “she said that if we exposed her, 
ir would expose you, too! 

Tve got to risk that.” replies Batman, “and reveal 
ber identity-to prove to her she can't keep this up! If 
we only knew where her secret base i 

“That night, Bruce Wayne attends a lavish party at the 
bome of Kathy Kane, unaware that his hostess is none 
other than the “mysterious and glamorous” Batwoman. 
Au one point, after a news announcement about Bat 
‘woman's exploits has played over. the r thy 


Iruce Wayne and wonders aloud "how. any 
woman [could] ever equal the great Barman” 

You have to admire this Barwoman's courage 
though!” replies Wayne. 

Then, for a moment, both Bruce Wayne and Kathy 
Kane are lett alone with their thoughts. "So she ad- 
mires Batman!“ muses Wayne. “IE only 1 could tell her 
Tm Batman-but | can! 

“Bruce is so good-looking.” thinks Kathy to herself, 

-and he admires Barwoman! If-sigh-he only knew 
Tm Batwomant” 

Later, as the party breaks up, Wayne sees the pale 
low of the maT-StGNAL lighting up the nighttime sky 
and hastily changes into his Batman costume under 
‘cover of some nearby shrubbery. At the same moment. 
Kathy races into her bat-cave and changes into her 
Batwoman costume in response 10 the same alarm, and 
before long both Batwoman and the Dynamic Duo 
have arrived at the Tomorrow Club, a “futuristic night- 
‚dub outside town” which, for no apparent reason, is. 
being terrorized by an armed hoodlum. 

In the battle that follows. Batwoman cries out a 
‘warning to Batman justin time to save him rom being 
‘erushed by a falling statue and, moments later, Batman 
returns the favor by knocking Batwoman out of the 
way of a blow aimed at her by one of the nightclub’s 
huge robotlike decorations, which has been activated 
bby the gunman wreaking havoc at the club. The robot's 
mighty arm misses Batwoman completely, but Batman 
is knocked unconscious by a glancing blow. Working 
alone, however, Batwoman captures the fleeing gun- 
‘man and then returns 10 tend to the fallen Batman. 

“While he's unconscious.” thinks Batwoman, “ot 
‘could lift his mask and see who he is-no-1 cam do itt 
He got stunned only because he tried 10 save me from a 
‘blow! I'm to blame for his plight. It wouldn't be fair for 
‘me to unmask him! 

‘Within moments, Batman has revived, but although 
he quickly recognizes the captured gunman as "one of 
Hugo Vorn’s mob,” the hoodlum refuses to explain his 
‘reason for terrorizing the Tomorrow Chib. "Vorn would 
‘only have one reason to order this place wrecked” 
‘reasons Batman, "-to draw ws here while he committed 
some robbery elaewhere!” 

‘Suddenly, Batman spies a large advertising blimp. 
which "normally cruises over the city every ni 
dropping suspiciously “toward the East Side section- 
toward the [Gotham City] mint! 

Racing swiftly to the mint, Batwoman and the Dy- 
namic Duo soon learn that Batman’s suspicions were 
‘well-founded —that Hugo Yorn and his gong have 
‘commandeered the advertising blimp and are using It 
to stage a surprise raid on the mint. Working together: 
the three crime-tighters quickly thwart the attempted 
raid on the mint and take the Vorn gang into custody 
but Batman allows Batwoman to turn the criminals 
over to the police by herself while he returns to the 
‘narcave with Robin to ponder the secret of Batwoman's 
dual identity 

In recent conversations with the Dynamic Duo, 
Siawtennin has tiopbayell u ninii P liOn teem" 
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expert circus performer” capable af the stunts that 

man and Robin have seen her perform during her 
encounters with criminals. Before long. the batcave's 
“file of theatrical and circus people” has yielded up the 
name and photograph of Kathy Kane Then, 2 quick 
check of the bateave's “cave and tunnel charts” reveals 
the existence of "an old mine-tunnel leading 10 where 
Kathy's house now stands! 

Later that night, when Batwoman returns 10, the 
subterranean bat-cave situated beneath the Kane 
‘mansion, she finds Batman and Robin waiting there 10 
“greet her. "Hello-Kathy!“ says Batman quietly. 

‘So you found me out!” replies Batwoman, "All 
right-but you've given away your own identity by 
doing so!” 

"Listen, Kathy.” continues Batman, "if I found you 


learned your real identity. 
1 never thought of th 
you're right! 

Kathy goes on 10 explain, however, that she could also 
uncover the secret of Batman’s identity if she so chose, 
tur hidden behind the huge Batwoman portrait which 
guards the entrance to her bat-cave "are cameras and 
instruments which take photos, X-ray pictures. and 
record the height and weight of everyone who comes In 
here!" 

"Then you have enough data there to trace my real 
identity!” remarks Batman. 

“1 could," replies Kathy, “-but 1 won't. Here are the 
ms and recordstapes-t1 won't look at them? 1-1 could 
never harm you, Harman!“ 

“Thanks, Kathy!” replies Batman, 

‘On the way home, however, Batman reveals to Robin 
that there was never actually any danger of Kathy's 
uncovering the secret of his dual identity. "Then you 
knew about that automatic X-ray and data device?” 
asks Robin, “Ves” replies Batman. “the camera-lenses 
concealed in her portrait’ ‘eves’ made them the wrong 
color, and I investigated! I overexposed her films of me 
before she came!” 

Sometime later, "a new trophy is added to Batman's 
hatcave” — it i» the gigantic color portrait that used 10 
guard the batcave beneath the Kane mansion- 

“.. he gave me the portrait now that her carer's 
cover!” remarks Batman. “I thought it would be an= 
er-ineresting trophy!” (Det No. 233: “The Bat- 
woman") 

In February 1957 Kathy Kane recalls how, some 
seven months carer. Batman had uncovered the secret 
‘of her dual identity and made her promise 10 abandon. 
her career as a erimefighter. "If only 1 could wear this 
{Datwoman] costume once again,” muses Kathy long- 
ingly, "just once?” Suaidenly, she is seized by an in- 
spiration. “Hum maybe I can-and without break- 
ing my promise to Batman! | can wear it tò the 
masquerade ball tonight! 

Later, on her way to the masquerade party, the 
costumed Kathy passes the scene of a just-completed 
battle between the Dynamic Duo and a gang of erimi- 
ash who spectaline tn the theft of Valuable art triat- 
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events have taken place Botman has severely sprained 
bis ankle and is momentarily out of sight, and Curt 
rigen. the athletic proprietor of a physical cubure 
‘school hrs has beer, up to tue, the secret leader of the 
gang, has developed amnesia as the result uf a bw om 
‘he hend. Briggs has removed the cow! with which he 
‘had formerly conceaed hos true identity. even from hun 
‘own henchmen, but an cuthne etched um his Ince in 
black soot, the result cf a recent chase with Batman 
amd Rubin across the top of a moving 


When it becomes apparent that Rrigys has become the 
viesim of amnesia, Batwoman proposes that she and 
‘Robin take Mriggs to her batoave im order to retrain 


earn that Batman han developed amnesia. 
plays along with Rarworan. thinking tha the 
of Batman's identity will be jempardived if 


He 
H 
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the amnosiac Briggs as a Daiman so that the 
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Jars Brig’ memory and snaps him out of his 

Mo decides 10 continue as aiman, pretending 
sil sullering trom lows ot memory, until he 
ure Robin amd Batwoman imio o trap 


Hl 


Prevent Briggs former cohorts rum stealing a valua 
Ble Jade Budha there, Briggs tur um his crime fight 
ing companions and takes them prisoner. The real 
Batman. however, has discovered that Briggs has re- 
gained his memory and. taking care 10 conceal his 
injured ankle, he arrives on the scene in time 10 rescue 
Ron and Batwoman Iram ther captors and jn em 
in apprehending Briggs and his henchmen. 

Later. Robin apologizes to Batwoman for having 
deceived her about Briggs’s true identity, and expresses 
his hope that she will forgive him. 

“1 do replies Batwoman witha sigh. “and jt was fun 
while # lasted hur it looks like the Barwoman is 
going into retirement again!” (BM No. 105/1: “The 
‚Challenge of Batwoman!”). 

In September-October 1957, after the notorious 


show Batman what 1 can dof 

At the abandoned hidewt, Batwoman encounters 
Barman. Robin. and Sursaman and explains to them 
that she felt certain that they would mot mind her 
helping them. “We do mind,” insists Batman, “its too 
Ing a risk! Remember, 4 discovered your identity 
Batwoman, and crooks could do the same! 

"Oh-all right!” retorts an angry Batwoman. “TIN go 
hach home again! 

On the way home, however, Batwoman passes an 
ahandoned chemical factory and, on a hunch, step 
insido v0 look for Elton Craig. Ultimately, Matwoman 
apprehend» Craig. but not before she has become 
‘endowed with temporary super-powers as the result of 
swallowing a special “radioactive capsule” invented 
long ago by the Kryptonian scientist Jum-Et, Super- 
‘man’s father. 

Alter returning Craig 10 the Metropolis Prison, 
Batwoman — whine super-powers will not fade awas 
for about twenty-four bours — rejoins Batman, Robin, 
and Superman at Craig's old hideo and tells them 
‘abou what has happened to her. 
hut super pensers can be dangerous! insists Bat- 
man. "You must go home and stay safely quiet umil 
your powers have faded away!” 

“Baman,” replies Batwoman. "Im tired of your 
‘bowing me! Just because you found out my jbentity, 
‘you think you're superior and keep lecturing me!” 

“Bur i's only for your own good” insists Batman, 

“Tim going 10 find out your secret identities” ex- 
‘claims Batwoman to (he assembled erime-fighters. “T 


mchonet From ow am, Hm out to learn your secrets!” 
For the next twenty-four hours, the temporarily 


‘outwit ber at every turn. “Allright.” comfosses Bat 
woman, after the twenty-four hours have elapsed and 
her super-powers have finally disappeared, "you [ie 
Superman] and Batman have won-I'l go back home 
and never be Batwoman again!” 

“No, Batwoman.” replies Batman, "we think you've 
won! You showed such cleverness and courape that 1 
can't ask you to drop your career completely, Just be 
carefull” 

“Oh, Batman-Superman,” cries Batwornan happily, 
“you're darlings after all!” (WP No. %0: “The Super 
Batwoman”), 

In November 1957 Pouce Commssionen CORDÓN 
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‘accept a dangerous undercover assignment. Me ex- 
plains that “dangerous comviet” Squint Neely has 
somehow obtained a copy of “the builder’ blueprint of 
Gotham Prison! With it continues Gordon, Neely amd 
‚other imprisoned convicts “could find an escape route 
‘out of prison!" 

‘Gurdon asks Wayne to allow himself to be unmasked 
‘as the Collector, a notorious criminal currently being 
sought by the Gotham City police According 1o ibe 


“important blueprint. “I warn you. W's risky.” wuchs 
Gordon, "because, for security reason. mo ane else 
not even the warden-will know the truth! Will you do 
we 

"When do 1 start?” replies Wayne. 

In the days (hat follow. Bruce Wayne is “unmasked 
as the notorious Collect, med and convicted an the 
basis of fahe evidence carefully manufactured by 
Police Commissioner Gordon. and then sentenced 10 a 
term in Gotham Prison an Squint Necly's cellmate. 


{Hy promising Neely $80.00 fhe will help hor escape 
from prison, Wayne persuades Neely to lot him tabe 
‚part in the mans breakout attempt scheduled tor the 
following night. Then, on the day of the escape attempt, 
Wayne waits until Newly has recovered the blueprint 
from its hiding place inside a vat of soap Makes in the 
‘ism laundry, then seizes the blueprint and rings > 
‘earby alarm to summon the warden and the prion 
guards. Before the guards have arrived on the scene. 
however, Neely, enraged at Wayne for having doubhe- 
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‘When the guarda arrive, the other convicts. biter at 
Wayne for having thwarted their excape attempt. sc- 
‚Suse him of having masterminded it and then uf having 
murdered Necly when Neely attempted to sound the 
alarm. Within seconds the phat has taken a bizarre turn 
an Bruce Wayne is charged with the murder of Squint 


“Walt!” aries Wayne: as a peison guard starts 1o nd 
him away to his col. "Call up Police Commissioner 


Gordon! Hell clear me!” 
Gordon?” exclaims the warden. “That's impossible! 
Me was in an auto accident-and has been in a coma 
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her bat-cave, and follow her orders, just as he would 
Batman's. 


‘enable them 10 apprebend the Collector and bis cohorts 
amd establish Bruce Wayne's innocence just as Wayne 
is being led down the intamous last mile to his door in 
‘the Gutham Prism exeoution chamber Time and again, 
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1056 Barwoman 
‘chosen aa the finalists in Gotham City 
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six additional bours in which to prove who i» more 
talented in her chosen field,” in order to give them a 
‘basis for selecting the final winner (DM No. 119/1: “The 
Arch-Rivals of Gotham City”) 

1 March 1959 Dich Grayson, the boy who ie secretly 


‘of the law grinds swiftly-and Bruce soon finds himselt 
în that place of last hopes... the DEATH HOUSE. 
awaiting execution for the firstdegree murder of 
Squint Neely 

When a (earful Dick Gnavsas visits him in prison, 
Wayne suggests that he call on Batwoman and ash for 
her help in establishing his innocence. Later, when 
Robin pays a visit to the Kane mansion, Kathy Kane 
agrees to help Bruce Wayne in any way she can, but 
anly on the condition that Robin agree to work out of 


“The Marriage of Batman and 

in August 198% Barwoman, summoned to the rescue 
by a frantically barking Bat-Hound (see Ack [mir 
Bar-Howxo)), uses a steam shovel to dig Batman and 
‘Robin out of an abandoned gold mine alter they have 
been trapped there by the notorious Mr. Midas. Then 
‘she joins forces with Batman, Robin, and Bat-Hound to 


Vorwme 1 


apprehend Mr. Midas and his entire gang of guid 
thieves (BM No 12871: “The Secret Lile ot Bat- 
Hound". 

In September 195% Batwoman joins forces with 
Botman and Robin to apprehend the Firetly (ee Fine 
max, Toe {Ten Canson). For a time, as Kathy Kane. she 
becomes embroiled in romance with Ted Carson. the 
man wes is secretly the Firefly, after series uf cosines 
dences has Jed her to the erraneous conclusion that Ted 
Carson is secretly Batman. 

"CCanem is the Firefly” shudders Batworman 
after Carsım has revealed his true colors and taken ber 
“And 1 fell in kove with him because I thought 
Me was Barman! What a foul I've been! What a mistake 
imade... = 

Batwuman manages t escape from her hor. bins 
‘ever, in time to help Batman and Robin capture the 
wilain and his henchmen an they attempt w Dee the 
‘scene of a daring robbery at the Gotham Museum «d 
Natural History (BM No. 12673: “The Menace of the 


During this same period, Barwoman helps foil = plot 
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‘ow a grown man inhents Batman's mantie 
and continues the fight against crime a» Barman IL 
while the Waynes’ young son. Bruce Wayne. Je joins 
him as Robin IL At one potat. Batman Il and Robin H 
are taken captive by the Babyface Jordan gang. but 
Bruce Wayne and his wife cimb into their old crime- 
fighting costumes and race 10 the rescue, and before 
Jong Batman Il and Robin Il have been freed and the 
mobsters taken into custody (BM Na 131/3: “The 
Second Batman and Robin Team") 

In August 1980 Batwoman finds that she has taken 00 


hunger with a roast chicken and thus enables Batman 
‘and Robin to return him to a cage at the museum- 
ee as bas baaa salasi nia bis 


15 
«age by a murderer who hopes to blame the man-beast 
tor his own crime. the man-beast leaps to Batwoman's 
rescue when she is attacked by a mountain lion and 
dies when he and the struggling mountain lion plum- 
met over the edge of a chf. “He-he sacrificed his life 
for me!” subs Batwoman. “Perhaps its better this 
way!” suggests Batman softly. "The world be knew died 
‘ages ago! Had he lived. he would have been a freak in 
four ume!” (Det No. 255: “The Mystery of the Man- 
Beast!) 

By December 1960 Kathy Kane has purchased an 
‘unusual Tibetan belt from Carter's Curio Shop, un- 
wäre of the fact that the beit is endowed with bizarre 
powers and that. when reunited with its nwo missing 
parts —a gold buckle and a red star which fits inside 


m — will endow its wearer with super-strength, the 
ability to defy gravity immortality, and other fabulous 


“The Colossus of Gotham City”). 
In August 1961 Batwoman joins forces with Batman, 
Robin. and Bat-Girl to apprehend the criminal known 


Parmer”). (See Ber-Goe (Berry KANE]) 
In December 1961 Barwoman and Batman leave 
Gotham City for Washington, D.C.. where they are 


Robin and Bat.Gir to patrol Gotham City on tbeir oven, 
but he does not reckon on the mischievous intervention. 
of BatMite (BM No 144/35: “Bai-Mite Meets Bat- 
Girt"), (See Bar-Gom (Berry Kant]. 

In Aprı 1962 Barwoman helps Batman and Robin 
apprehend the gang of cruminals headed by the sillain 
Vakan (Det No. MÈ "The Bronze Menace!"). (See 
Wren, Hexen) 
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In September 1962 Auris. re Exresinstat Max, 
falls in kove with Batwoman and ulirostely sacrifis as 


life to save her after she has become trapped on the 


crumbling ledge of a rocky cli (Det No. 307: "Alpha 
the Experimental Man!) 

Im November 1962 Batman is elected king of a gala 
Mardi Gras festival, and Batwoman is chosen 10 serve 


as his queen. When Batman insists chat Vi 


allowed to share the regal honors because 
recent murders. Batwoman becomes har 

‘grant Baten. 

Barwoman jealously 


choice bot 
fumes 


Barman 


Imagine 
choosing her Wo share this hone with me! Hmmmp 
(Det No, 10% "The Mystery of the Mandi Gras Mur 


erst") 

In January 1983 Batwuman jane forces with Bai 
and Robin in an attempt to apprehend the Car-Man 
Betwoman’s role in the balthe 1 wamewhat c 
by the fact that the Cat-Man has fallen in love with ber 
(Det No, 311: "The Challenge of the Cat-Man’”), 

In February 190) Batwoman joins forces with Mat 
man. Robin, and Bat-Giri (ave Bat-Girl (Betty Kane) o 
defeat the evil estradizmensional scientist Zt wo (BM Neo 
15% che 1-3— "Prisoners of Three Worlds": "Death 
from Beyond”; “Dimension of Dos”) 


[None ew 
PT en 15 ween! ) 


In August 1963 Batwoman n beamer cm 
broiled in a deadly battle with the villainous Car Mas 
Det No. SIR: “the Cnt-Man Strikes Back!) 
0 Nuvember 1963 Batwum, 
just a8 it appears that they have been hopelessly 


rescues the Dynamic 


» grisly death im easter space by the Tem 
iz Two (Det No, 121: "The Terrible Trio!) 

During this same period. Batwoman and Bat-Girl (sce 
Bat-Girl [Betty Kanel) apprehend the Joxex as he 
attempts to flee the scene of a daring robbery at the 
Gotham Museum (BM No. 15971. Nov '63: "The Great 
Clayface-Joker Feud”). 


In February 1964—the month in which Batman 
Robin, and Superman join forces to apprehend the 
arani a casio off nur nn < ana 


Excverorenia oF 


Comic Book Herons 


Batwoman that she has been correct all along in as 
suming that Broce Wayne is secretly Batman. Wavoe 
ultimately succeeds in persuading Batwoman that she 
bas made a mistake, however, by means of an elaborate 
ruse involving the complicity of Superman. Robin, and 
Allred (WF No. 13% “The Ghost of Batman”) 

In March 1964 Batwoman joins forces with Batman 
avid Robin in another baste with the diabolical Car 
Max (Det No The Strange Lives of the Cat 
Man!" 

During this same period. after the evil Eac Bannor 
has transformed Batman into a gorillalike “beast 
human“ with his diabolical “transformation ray.” i is 
Batwoman who befriends the bestial “Batman crea- 
ture” by offering it some fruit to eat Later, after 
Batsumen. Robin. and Hat:Hound have finally made 
ir way 10 the villai’s hideout, Barroc attempts 10 
destroy them by koming his collection « wild animals 

‘cages. The Batman creature. however, sees 
fs friend Batwoman in danger and uses its strength 10 
Gcteat the ferocious animals thus enabling Betwuman. 
and Robin to apprehend Barroc and his accomplice 
and. with the aid of the transformation ray. 10 restore 
Raman to his normal human condition (BM No. 162/1, 
Mar 4: "The Batman Creature!" 

World's Finest Comics No. 184 contains an “imagi 

nary tale” in which Kathy Kane appears as the wile of 
Bruce Wayne and the mother af their son Bruat 
Wayne, Ir. while Lows Lane appears as the wile of 
Crank Kinet and the mother of their son. Kablil Je 
Alver the youngsters have had» childish quarrel over 
adune father ithe mont impressive hero, their mothers 
take up the argument and retuse w allow their sans 0 
play with one another anymure. Bruce Wayne. J and 
KaLEL Je ultimately reunite their warring families by 
pretending to leave home At one point. they are kid- 
rapped by an escaped convict named Nappy Klains, 
the so-called “Napoleon of crime,” but they join forcen 
an a sort of junior Baiman-Superman wam and ap- 
prehend their abductor (Dec 3- "The Sons of Super 
man and Batman!” pts 1-2 mo tile; “The Junior 
Super Team"). 
BECKETT, TOM. An explorer who is secretly: the 
adopted son ul “Grey Mike” Riggs, a notorious criminal 
executed at Baxter Prison north of Gurmam Crry in 
March-April 1954 after being apprehended by Barman 
and Row 

Soon after Riggs 
rare jungle 


execution. Beckett i schen by a 
contracted during a recent expedi- 
tian and informed by his physician that be has only a 
month to live. “Crazed by the fear of death 
tured by the memory of his faster 4 
execution, Beckett ity fading ~ veus to devote 
bis final month of life to the destruction of Batman. "If 
„st die” muses Beckett, “I will not die in vain! The 
man who killed my father-Batman-dies with me! This 
Wall be mv revenge 

Im the days that follow, Beckett makes a series of 
elaborate bot unsuccessful attempts at murder-suicide. 
Sach designed to bring a violent end to his own termi 
nal aces while dentanseuly énweyeg Reman 
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THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COMIC BOOK HEROES: Volume I. Batman 

is a complete account of the adventures of one of the greatest crime fighters of the 
twentieth century. A massive work of research, clearly written, this book answers 
every question that the “batmaniac,” pop culture student, nostalgia buff, or general 
reader might ever have. 


Browsing through its pages, you will renew your acquaintance with such diabolical 
masters and mistresses of villainy as the Joker, the Penguin, and the Catwoman, and 
perhaps meet for the first time such crafty lesser lights as the Thinker, an “arch 
criminal, whose wasted body houses a restless, writhing brain.” Look up the “Joker” 
and find a detailed account of one of the most nefarious careers in crime known to 
the world. Look up the “batmobile” and find a long article detailing its origins, its 
evolution through four decades, and its various crime-busting gadgets, complete 
with illustrations of each of the models over the years. The “Batman” article itself, 
over one hundred pages long, is the definitive “biography” of the character. 


Volume I contains the detailed and definitive chronicle of the first 27 years of 
Batman's career: 


accounts of more than 1,000 separate adventures 

nearly 1,100 entries, ranging from a few lines to more than 100 pages 
220 rare illustrations culled directly from the comics 

408 pages, 380,000 words of text 

the culmination of 7 years of research 

convenient A-Z format 


It has been designed for both the browser and the researcher, Great care has been 
taken to make it enjoyable as well as functional, entertaining as well as informative. 
It will stand as the ultimate source book on the life and times of a mythic lawman 
whose exploits have become the stuff of American legend. 


MICHAEL L. FLEISHER is a writer who lives in New York City with his dog, Pream, 
and his cat, Herman. 
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